
Zafer PARLAK, Ph.D. 
 

 

 
Education 
 
PhD: 

 
Master of Arts: 
 
 
Bachelor of Arts: 
 

 
 
Ege University, American Culture and Literature  
 
1. Ege University, American Culture and Literature  
2. Beykent University, Management and Inspection of Education  
 
1. Boğaziçi University, Dept. of English Language and Literature  
2. Anadolu University, Economics  
3. Anadolu University, International Relations 

Research interests: - Literature and language teaching 

- Language and culture 

- Cultural studies 

- American Literature 

- Turkey and US Relations  

- American Politics 

- Ethnic America 

- Culture and Media studies 

- Public Diplomacy 

- Translation studies 

- Native American Cultures 

- Ecocriticism 

Book chapters: 
Parlak, Zafer. “Adaptation and Integration Process of First Generation Turkish 

Americans”. The Turkish-American Conundrum: Immigrants and Expatriates 
between Politics and Culture. Ed. Gönül Pultar, Louis Mazzari, Belma Ötüş 
Baskett. Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2019 .p.93-108 

Parlak, Zafer. “Yeşil Göz Boyama”. Rüzgar Değil Yaprağı Kıpırdatan: Türkiye’de 
Çevrenin Kültürel Boyutlarına Yeni Bakışlar. Ed. Gönül Pultar, Emine O. 
İncirlioğlu. Ürün Yayınları, 2019. p. 263-299 

Parlak, Zafer. “Türkiye-ABD Kültürel İlişkileri” Türk-Amerikan İlişkileri: İki Yüzyıllık 
Süreç ve Ötesi. Ed. Sertif Demir, Ayça Eminoğlu. Barış Kitap, 2019. p. 357-391 

Parlak, Zafer. “Türkiye-ABD İlişkileri: Kısa Tarihçe ve Günümüz.” Türk Dış Politikası: 
Aktörler, Krizler, Tercihler, Çözümler. Ed. Sertif Demir, Poyraz Gürson,Ayça 
Eminoğlu. Barış Kitap, 2017..p. 253-281 

Parlak, Zafer. “ABD’nin Orta Doğu Politikasına Genel Bir Bakış.” Yeni Orta Doğu: 
Aktörler, Dinamikler ve Denge Arayışları. Ed. Sertif Demir ve Oktay Bingöl,” Barış 
Kitap, 2017. p. 431-475 

Parlak, Zafer. “An Overview of and Reflections on Turkish-American Relations”. 
Turkey’s Foreign Policy and Security perspectives in the 21st Century: Prospects 
and Challenges. Ed. Sertif Demir. Florida Boca Raton, Brown Walker Press, 
2016.  p. 33-58 

Parlak, Zafer; Tunç, Tanfer Emin. “Obama-Mania in Turkey: Popular Culture and the 
Forty-Fourth President of the United States in a Secular Muslim Nation.” The 
Iconic Obama, 2007-2009. Essays on Media Representations of the Candidate 
and New President. Ed. Nicholas A. Yanes ve Derrais Carter. Jefferson: 
McFarland, 2012. p. 213-230. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Nature in Anatolian Mystic Poetry and Folk Songs” The Future of 
Ecocriticism: New Horizons. Ed. Serpil Oppermann, Ufuk Özdağ, Nevin Özkan 
and Scott Slovic. Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2011. p. 172-187.  

Parlak, Zafer. “Perceptions of America: Pro- and Anti- Americanism in Turkish Novels, 
Comics, Movies, Songs and Newspapers.” The Theme of Cultural Adaptation in 
American History, Literature, and Film: Cases When the Discourse Changed. Ed. 
Laurence Raw, Tanfer Emin Tunc, ve Gulriz Buken. Lewiston, NY: The Edwin 
Mellen Press, 2009. p.359-382 

 

https://www.academia.edu/19705732/Nature_in_Anatolian_Mystic_Poetry_and_Folk_Songs


International 

conferences and 
proceedings: 

Parlak, Zafer. “Turkish American Festivals in the United States as a Form of 
Commemorating and Preserving Turkish and American Identities” 39th 
International American Studies ASAT Conference (American Studies 
Association of Turkey). Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University, Çanakkale. 15-17 
May 2019  

Parlak, Zafer. “Greenwashing in the Service of Consumer Culture”. 17th 
International Cultural Studies Symposium: Monuments, Museums and Murals: 
Preservation, Commemoration , and American Identity. Ege University, İzmir. 
08-10 May 2019  

Parlak, Zafer. “Turkey in Memoirs of Peace Corps Volunteers”, Peace Corps Turkey 
Reunion and 55th Anniversary. Washington DC. Arlington, 24 Sept., 2016.  

Parlak, Zafer. “Assimilation Process of Turkish-Americans” Second Turkish 
Americans Symposium, Kültür Araştırmaları Derneği (KAD)- ARIT, İstanbul 1 
June 2016. 

Parlak, Zafer. “The Role of Religion in American Foreign Policy”. The Sacred and 
The Sublime. Dokuz Eylül University Symposium of American Studies 
(DEUSAS) Izmir, 27-29 April 2016  

Parlak, Zafer. “Impact of American Educational Institutions in the Ottoman Empire: 
Robert College and Constantinople Girls’ College in Memoirs of Cyrus Hamlin 
and Mary Mills Patrick” 6th International CASAR  (Center for American Studies 
and Research) Conference: “Fragments of Empire after the American Century”. 
American University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon. 13-16 January, 2016. 

Parlak, Zafer.  “Turkification Process of U.S. Peace Corps Volunteers in Turkey”  
37th International American Studies Conference:“Transnational American 
Studies” ASAT (American Studies Association of Turkey). Akdeniz University, 
Antalya. 25-27 November 2015. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Tüketimcilik, Yeşil Göz Boyama ve Yeşil Okuryazarlık”. VIII. 
Uluslararası Kültür Araştırmaları Sempozyumu: Çevre ve Kültür. Boğaziçi 
Üniversitesi, İstanbul. 1-3 September  2015. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Amerikan Barış Gönüllüleri ve Talat Sait Halman.” I. Dil, Kültür ve 
Edebiyat Çalıştayı.  Akdeniz Universitesi, Antalya, Turkey. 5 Haziran, 2015. 
Talat Sait Halman’a Armağan Kitabı. Ed. Arda Arıkan. , (August 2015, s.47-67) 

Parlak, Zafer. “Amerikan Barış Gönüllüleri ve Talat Sait Halman.” I. Dil, Kültür ve 
Edebiyat Çalıştayı, 5 June, 2015.  

Parlak, Zafer. “Spoon River Anthology. Lies and Epitaphs.” 14th Language, 
Literature and Stylistics Symposium. Bildiri Kitabı. Procedia - Social and 
Behavioral Sciences. Elsevier, 2014 . s. 402-409 

Parlak, Zafer. “Spoon River Anthology. Lies and Epitaphs.” 14th Language, 
Literature and Stylistics Symposium. Dokuz Eylül Üniversitesi, İzmir. 15-17 
Ekim 2014.  

Parlak, Zafer. “Sosyal Medyada Yabancı Kadın Cinayetleri.” I. Uluslararası Yeni 
Medya ve Kadın Sempozyumu. Uşak Üniversitesi, Kadın Sorunları Uygulama 
ve Araştırma Merkezi, Uşak. 28-30 May 2014 

Parlak, Zafer. “Sosyal Medyada Yabancı Kadın Cinayetleri.” I. Uluslararası Yeni 
Medya ve Kadın Sempozyumu. Bildiri kitabı. Uşak Üniversitesi, Kadın Sorunları 
Uygulama ve Araştırma Merkezi, Uşak. 28-30 May 2014 

Parlak, Zafer. ““Female American Educators’ Perception of the Ottoman Empire and 
Turkey””  36th International American Studies ASAT Conference (American 
Studies Association of Turkey). Atatürk Üniversitesi, Erzurum. 15-17 May 2014 

Parlak, Zafer. “How to Use Short Stories in ELT” Erasmus Academic Exchange 
Program. 20-27 September 2013. Pitesti University, Romania. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Education and Cultural Exchanges” Erasmus Academic Exchange 
Program. 20-27 September 2013. Pitesti University, Romania. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Muslim Slaves’ Reactions to Slavery in the United States.” Ege 
University 14th International Cultural Studies Symposium:  Confinement, 
Resistance, Freedom. İzmir. 08-10 May 2013  

https://www.academia.edu/19707500/Impact_of_American_Educational_Institutions_in_the_Ottoman_Empire_Robert_College_and_Constantinople_Girls_College_in_Memoirs_of_Cyrus_Hamlin_and_Mary_Mills_Patrick
https://www.academia.edu/19707500/Impact_of_American_Educational_Institutions_in_the_Ottoman_Empire_Robert_College_and_Constantinople_Girls_College_in_Memoirs_of_Cyrus_Hamlin_and_Mary_Mills_Patrick
https://www.academia.edu/19707500/Impact_of_American_Educational_Institutions_in_the_Ottoman_Empire_Robert_College_and_Constantinople_Girls_College_in_Memoirs_of_Cyrus_Hamlin_and_Mary_Mills_Patrick
https://www.academia.edu/19705455/Amerikan_Bar%C4%B1%C5%9F_G%C3%B6n%C3%BCll%C3%BCleri_ve_Talat_Sait_Halman
https://www.academia.edu/19705455/Amerikan_Bar%C4%B1%C5%9F_G%C3%B6n%C3%BCll%C3%BCleri_ve_Talat_Sait_Halman
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/18770428/158/supp/C
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/18770428/158/supp/C
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/18770428/158/supp/C
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/18770428/158/supp/C
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/18770428/158/supp/C
https://www.academia.edu/19706546/Sosyal_Medyada_Yabanc%C4%B1_Kad%C4%B1n_Cinayetleri
https://www.academia.edu/19706546/Sosyal_Medyada_Yabanc%C4%B1_Kad%C4%B1n_Cinayetleri


Parlak, Zafer. “Representation of Foreign Female Murders in Turkish Mass Media.” 
ICECI'13 – 1st International Conference on Education, Culture and Identity. 
Sarajevo, Bosnia- Herzegovina. 6-8 July, 2013. 

Parlak, Zafer. ““Indian Boarding Schools: Education and Assimilation of Native 
Americans.” 2nd International Symposium on Language and Communication: 
Exploring novelties. Izmir Üniversitesi, İzmir, 17-19 July, 2013. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Language As a Bridge Builder. A Case Study: U.S. Peace Corps 
Volunteers in Turkey”. International Symposium on Language and 
Communication: Research Trends and Challenges. Insitute of Language and 
Communication Studies. İzmir, İzmir Üniversitesi, 10-13 July 2012..  

Parlak, Zafer. “Language As a Bridge Builder. A Case Study: U.S. Peace Corps 
Volunteers in Turkey”. Bildiri Kitabı. International Symposium on Language and 
Communication: Research Trends and Challenges. Insitute of Language and 
Communication Studies, 2012.. p. 319-328. ISSN:978-605-86867-0-0 

Parlak, Zafer. “Turkey’s New Foreign Policy to Establish International Peace”  
Erasmus Academic Exchange Program. International Scientific Days, 20-27 
April, 2012. Kujawy Pomorze University, Bydgoszcz; Poland. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Medicine, Healing and Side Effects:National Security Traumas and 
Security Policies in the United States.” European Association for American 
Studies (EAAS 2012) Conference: The Health of the Nation. Ege University,  
Izmir. 31 March-2 April 2012. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Peace Corps Volunteers and Turkey”, Peace Corps Turkey Reunion 
and 50th Anniversary. Washington DC. Arlington, 24 September, 2011.  

Parlak, Zafer.  “Change and Challenge in Memoirs of a returned Peace Corps 
Volunteer: Go Smiling Smiling.” 13th Cultural Studies Symposium: Change and 
Challenge. Ege Üniversitesi, Izmir. 4-6 May, 2011. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Language of War and Peace in Speeches of American Presidents“. 
34th International American Studies ASAT Conference (American Studies 
Association of Turkey):  The Art of Language: Cultural Expressions in American 
Studies.  Alanya, 3-5 November 2010. 

Parlak, Zafer. “An Overview of Recent Turkish-American Relations in Turkish 
Popular Media” ed. Robert Myers Connections and Ruptures: America and the 
Middle East. Proceedings of the Third International Conference by The Center 
for American Studies and Research (CASAR) at the American University of 
Beirut, Lebanon. 6-9 January, 2010. s. 109-126 

Parlak, Zafer. “An Overview of Recent Turkish-American Relations in Turkish 
Popular Media” Connections and Ruptures: America and the Middle East. 
Center for American Studies and Research (CASAR) 3rd International 
Conference. American University of Beirut, Lebanon. 6-9 January, 2010.  

Parlak, Zafer. “Perception of Nature in Anatolian Sufi Poetry, Folk Songs and Tales” 
The Future of Ecocriticism: New Horizons. Kemer  Antalya Hacettepe 
Universitesi-Ankara Universitesi, 4-6 November, 2009. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Accounts of Foreign Women in Turkey” International Multidisciplinary 
Women’s Congress. Dokuz Eylül Universitesi, 13-15 October, 2009.  

Parlak, Zafer. “American Foreign Policy in the Age of Superheroes” International 
Symposium of Western Culture and Literatures (BAKEA). Pamukkale 
Üniversitesi, 7-9 October, 2009.   

Parlak, Zafer. “Representation of Turks and Turkey in the Western Media” 12th 
International Cultural Studies Symposium (CSS2009). Ege Universitesi, 29 
April-1 May, 2009. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Representation of the West and Westerners in the Mainstream 
Turkish Printed Media in 1960s” 4th International IDEA Conference, Celal Bayar 
Üniversitesi, 15-17 April, 2009. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Information Warfare and Perceptions Management in the Age of 
Knowledge” ÜNAK2008, Yaşar Üniversitesi, 11 October, 2008. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Evolution of Pro- and Anti-Americanism in Turkish Novels, 
Newspapers, Songs and Movies.” 33rd International American Studies 
Association of Turkey (ASAT33) Conference. Boğaziçi Üniversitesi, October, 
2008 

http://news.ius.edu.ba/news/international-conference-education-culture-and-identity-held-ius


Parlak, Zafer. “VSO, Voluntary Service Overseas: A Case Study on International 
Volunteerism.” 3rd International IDEA Conference, Ege Üniversitesi, April 2008 

Parlak, Zafer. “Turkey in Memoirs of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers.” 32nd 
International American Studies Association of Turkey (ASAT32) Conference. 
Hacettepe Üniversitesi, November, 2007 

Parlak, Zafer. “Memoirs of Peace Corps Volunteers in Turkey” 11th International 
Cultural Studies Symposium (CSS 2007), Ege Üniversitesi, May, 2007. 

Parlak, Zafer. “From the White Man’s Burden to the Peace Corps Idealism.” 
International National and Ethnic Studies (NAES) Conference, Boğaziçi 
Üniversitesi, November 2006. 

Parlak, Zafer. “San Antonio: A Melting Pot or an American Salad?” 8th International 
Cultural Studies Seminar (CSS2004), Ege Üniversitesi, May 2004 

Parlak, Zafer. “Stress Management” Defense Language Institute, San Antonio, 
Texas, October, 2003. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Social Engineering and Propaganda in Orwell’s ‘1984’ and Ionesco’s 
‘Rhinoceros’ ”.7th International Cultural Studies Seminar. Ege Üniversitesi, 
May, 2003  

Parlak, Zafer. “Manifest Destiny, National Greatness and the White Man’s Burden”. 
American Studies Conference. Boğaziçi Üniversitesi, March 2003.  

National conferences 

and proceedings: 
Parlak, Zafer. “Kendi Hayatının Lideri Ol”. 19. Enerji Zirvesi. Ege Üniversitesi, İzmir. 

23 Şubat, 2019. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Eğitimde Sosyal Girişimcilik”. 3. Eğitimde Değişim Konferansı, EDK19, 
İzmir Işıkkent Eğitim Kampüsü, 16 Şubat, 2019.  

Parlak, Zafer. “Pippa Bacca Örneği ve Türkiye'de Yabancı Kadın Olmak” Ege 
Üniversitesi Kadın Sorunları Araştırma ve Uygulama Merkezi (EKAM) Kültür ve 
Edebiyatta Cinsiyet, Cinsellik, Şiddet Sempozyumu, İzmir, 15-16 November 
2012. 

Parlak, Zafer. “Pippa Bacca Örneği ve Türkiye'de Yabancı Kadın Olmak”. Kültür ve 
Edebiyatta Cinsiyet, Cinsellik, Şiddet. ed Nevin Yıldırım Koyuncu ve Dilek Direnç. 
İzmir: Ege Üniversitesi, 2014.  s.173-186 

Parlak, Zafer. “Perceptions of America in Turkish Popular Culture.” Hacettepe 
Üniversitesi, 18 December, 2008 

Parlak, Zafer. “Eğitim Yoluyla Asimilasyon: Kızılderili Yatılı Okulları.” Sıradışı Projeler 
Konferansı. Yıldız Teknik Üniversitesi, İstanbul, April 2004  

Other publications: 
Parlak, Zafer. “Kendi Anılarında Türkiye'de Bulunan Amerikan Barış Gönüllülerinin 

Yaşadıkları Değişim Süreci”. Kebikeç, İnsan Bilimleri İçin Kaynak Araştırmaları 
Dergisi. Ankara Sayı 39, Haziran 2015. p. 291-314. 

Parlak, Z. “Apaçiler ve Soykırım” (Apaches and Genocide) Atlas, No: 168 March, 
2007. p. 97-115 

Parlak, Z. “Kristof Kolomb: Kahraman mı? Cani mi?” (Christopher Columbus: A Hero 
or A Villain?) Hayallere Yolculuk, No:25, July, 2006. p. 30-37. 

Projects: 

 
- Currently writing a book on the Experiences of U.S. Peace Corps Volunteers in 

Turkey 

- Field Study: Oklahoma, Cherokee Indian Reservation. September, 2003. 

- Field Study: Arizona, San Carlos, Camp Verde, Ak-Chin Indian Reservations. 
October, 2003. 

- Field Study: Phoenix, Mormon Genealogy Center. Research on Mormon history, 
ethics and discourse. October, 2003. 

- Research: Arizona, Phoenix Herd Museum. October, 2003. 

https://www.academia.edu/19705174/Pippa_Bacca_%C3%96rne%C4%9Fi_ve_T%C3%BCrkiyede_Yabanc%C4%B1_Kad%C4%B1n_Olmak
https://www.academia.edu/19705174/Pippa_Bacca_%C3%96rne%C4%9Fi_ve_T%C3%BCrkiyede_Yabanc%C4%B1_Kad%C4%B1n_Olmak
https://www.academia.edu/19701210/Kendi_An%C4%B1lar%C4%B1nda_T%C3%BCrkiyede_Bulunan_Amerikan_Bar%C4%B1%C5%9F_G%C3%B6n%C3%BCll%C3%BClerinin_Ya%C5%9Fad%C4%B1klar%C4%B1_De%C4%9Fi%C5%9Fim_S%C3%BCreci
https://www.academia.edu/19701210/Kendi_An%C4%B1lar%C4%B1nda_T%C3%BCrkiyede_Bulunan_Amerikan_Bar%C4%B1%C5%9F_G%C3%B6n%C3%BCll%C3%BClerinin_Ya%C5%9Fad%C4%B1klar%C4%B1_De%C4%9Fi%C5%9Fim_S%C3%BCreci


Memberships 
-European Association for American Studies (EAAS) 
-American Studies Association in Turkey (ASAT) 
-Kultur Araştırmaları Derneği (Cultural Studies Association)   
-Member of Ege Çağdaş Eğitim Vakfı (Aegean Foundation for Modern Education, EÇEV) 
-Member of Türkiye Görme Özürlüler Kitaplığı (Turkish Library for the sight-impaired (TÜRGÖK) 
-Member of Ugur Bocekleri Dernegi (Ladybugs Association)  
-Member of Buğday Derneği (Wheat Foundation) 

 


